MENA Minutes 2/2/11

Members Absent: Rian, Rob, Chuck

1) Treasurer’s Report: No report submitted

2) Review of Goals: John emphasized the need for all Committee Chairs to submit a single or limited goals for the year. Events can be noted also and coordinated with Claudia. Deane indicated that emphasis for the Safety committee would be East Sac Watch with the bike safety event in May. Emphasis will be placed on NAG and NRT meetings, police coordination and site updates. John indicated that Land Use will focus on two meetings with Councilman Cohn and projects that arise. 

3 )Minutes: January minutes were moved and seconded by Claudia and approved unanimously.

4) Non- Profit Status Question: Deane outlined the differences and benefits/disadvantages of 501c3 and 501c4 status. MENA is currently a 501c4 but has restrictions in its bylaws concerning endorsements of political matters. MENA was previously a c3 and the Board indicated that action should be taken by Rian, Deane and Nancy on changing the status to a c3 so that donors can deduct their contributions.

5) Shepherd Garden and Arts Center: The Board discussed the contract involved with the Center. It was agreed to prepare a pro and con sheet with cost addressed to the Board next month. Nancy will follow up with some other questions with the association concerning scheduling priority, acceptable events and insurance requirements. The next Assoc. board meeting is Feb 7th at the Center and will be attended by Claudia.

6) General Membership Meeting: The Board indicated that a letter from Nancy will be attached to the renewal of dues flyer regarding the timing of the meeting. It will be drafted and sent out in the next few weeks. A March or April meeting will serve as the forum for member input and attendance. Deane will prepare a modified by-laws document to reflect Board approved changes to be submitted at the Board meeting for approval.

7) Parks Committee: Peggy was named Chair of the Parks Committee. Emphasis will be on coordinating park activities with MENA. The Welcome to East Sacramento sign at McKinley Park and Pops in the Park. Appropriate meeting will be attended.

8) Membership and Communications Committee: This Committee will be broken into two Committees once a communications member is identified. Emphasis with the Comm Committee will be site updating of events and community activities and use of the site to accommodate timely member and community alert. Nancy will seek out member assistance  in the all member letter and contact local colleges regarding internships and/or assistance. Marty will identify Membership goals 

9) Land Use: Deane noted that the alley project on C street was not approved by the City Council on call-up. Significant neighbor opposition and confusing direction on alley development by the City was apparent. MENA participated in information sharing with the opposition  and city after being solicited for assistance at a NAG meeting. John drafted a document reflecting concern over the three story structure and noted that this midtown issue should be followed up with the city so it does not become a East Sacramento issue.

10) Events: Claudia and Deane will meet concerning the Bike Safety Event to be held in early May in conjunction with National Bike Safety Month. Deane will contact all Board members regarding a planning meeting on the event and date next week. Press must be submitted ASAP to meet publication deadlines.     

11) Neighborhood Safety: Deane indicated that the Committee has dropped the Parks from its name with the revival of the Parks Committee. Deane attended the NAG meeting and reported a crime statistics update for East Sacramento for the 2010 year. The Sac PD indicated that probationer crime is up and that assaults on officers are increasing. Business theft and glass breakage was discussed at the NAG meeting and Deane was quoted in Inside East Sacramento on a  related article.  East Sac Watch has been active and is monitored by Sac PD.

Meeting was closed by Nancy.

